
 

Danielle Allen is Professor in the Department of 
Government and Director of the Edmond J. Safra Center for 
Ethics at Harvard University. She is a political theorist who 
has published broadly in democratic theory, political 
sociology, and the history of political thought. Widely 
known for her work on justice and citizenship in both 
ancient Athens and modern America, Allen is the author of 
The World of Prometheus: The Politics of Punishing in 
Democratic Athens (2000), Talking to Strangers: Anxieties 
of Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education (2004), 
Why Plato Wrote (2010), and Our Declaration 
(Norton/Liveright, 2014). In 2002, she was awarded a 
MacArthur Fellowship for her ability to combine “the 
classicist’s careful attention to texts and language with the 
political theorist’s sophisticated and informed 
engagement.” She is currently working on books on 
citizenship in the digital age and political equality. Allen is 
a frequent public lecturer and regular guest on public radio 
affiliates to discuss issues of citizenship, as well as an 
occasional contributor on similar subjects to the 
Washington Post, Boston Review, Democracy, Cabinet, and 
The Nation. 
allen@ethics.harvard.edu  
 

 

Mahzarin R. Banaji taught at Yale University for fifteen 
years and is currently Richard Clarke Cabot Professor of 
Social Ethics in the Department of Psychology at Harvard 
University. She is also Harvard College Professor, a 
recognition for her outstanding teaching. Banaji is a Fellow 
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. 
She has received many awards, among them Yale’s Hixon 
Prize for Teaching Excellence, a citation from the American 
Psychological Association for her contributions to 
research, and the Diener Prize for outstanding 
contributions to social psychology. In 2014, she received 
Barnard College’s highest honor, the Medal of Distinction. 
Banaji studies unconscious thinking and feeling as they 
unfold in social context, especially implicit decisions about 
people’s worth, goodness, and competence. She is the 
author of the book Blindspot: Hidden Biases of Good People 
(Random House), with Anthony Greenwald. 
mahzarin_banaji@harvard.edu  
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Heather Gerken is the J. Skelly Wright Professor of Law at 
Yale Law School. She has published in the Harvard Law 
Review, Yale Law Review, Stanford Law Review, Michigan 
Law Review, Columbia Law Review, Political Theory, 
Political Science Quarterly, Roll Call, Legal Affairs, Legal 
Times, The New Republic, Democracy Journal, and 
elsewhere. She has served as a commentator for a number 
of media outlets, including The New York Times, The New 
Yorker, Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, Boston Globe, 
NPR, the Lehrer News Hour, Bill Moyers, CNN, MSNBC, and 
NBC News. Her most recent scholarship explores questions 
of election reform, federalism, diversity, and dissent. Her 
work has been featured in The Atlantic’s “Ideas of the Year” 
section, the Ideas Section of the Boston Globe, and NPR’s On 
the Media. It has also been the subject of three academic 
symposia. 
heather.gerken@yale.edu  
 

 

Claudio López-Guerra (PhD, Political Science, Columbia 
University, 2008) is Associate Professor in the Department 
of Political Science at CIDE (Center for Research and 
Teaching in Economics) in Mexico City. His area of study is 
political philosophy, in particular the theory of democracy 
and the evaluation of political institutions. His work has 
appeared in such journals as The Journal of Political 
Philosophy; Politics, Philosophy, and Economics; and Social 
Theory and Practice. His book, Democracy and 
Disenfranchisement: The Morality of Electoral Exclusions, 
was published by Oxford University Press in 2014. He is 
also co-editor of Rationality, Democracy, and Justice: The 
Legacy of Jon Elster, published by Cambridge University 
Press in 2015. 
claudio.lopezguerra@cide.edu  
 

 

Urs Lindner is an Assistant Professor at the Max Weber 
Center for Advanced Cultural and Social Studies at the 
University of Erfurt, Germany, and 2014-15 DAAD Visiting 
Scholar at the University of Pennsylvania. He has also been 
affiliated with the Institute for Sociology at the Friedrich-
Schiller University of Jena and was, from 2010 to 2013, a 
postdoctoral researcher and scientific coordinator at the 
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich. A scholar 
whose work bridges political theory, sociology, and 
philosophy, Lindner will conduct research on “Justice as 
Preferential Treatment: Affirmative Action in India, the 
U.S., and Germany.” Lindner’s projects compares policies 
and debates concerning affirmative action in India, the U.S., 
and Germany, with attention to the relationship between 
equality of opportunity and equality of outcome as goals of 
preferential treatment, the linking of affirmative action to 
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group rights, and the interlocking axes of inequality in each 
site. 
urs.lindner@uni-erfurt.de  
 

 

Glenn C. Loury is the Merton P. Stoltz Professor of the 
Social Sciences and Professor of Economics at Brown 
University. He has taught previously as Boston, Harvard, 
and Northwestern Universities, and the University of 
Michigan. He holds a BA in Mathematics (Northwestern 
University, 1972) and a PhD in Economics (MIT, 1976). As 
an academic economist, Loury has published mainly in the 
areas of applied microeconomic theory, game theory, 
industrial organization, natural resource economics, and 
the economics of race and inequality. He has been elected a 
Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and 
of the Econometric Society, Member of the American 
Philosophical Society, Vice President of the American 
Economics Association, and President of the Eastern 
Economics Association. 
glenn_loury@brown.edu  
 

  

 

Melvin L. Rogers is Associate Professor of Political Science 
and African American Studies. Rogers has wide-ranging 
interests located largely within contemporary democratic 
theory and the history of American and African-American 
political and ethical philosophy. His research is motivated 
by the political and social present and seeks to illuminate 
our current condition by directing our attention to 
undiscovered, underappreciated, or incompletely 
excavated resources in the history of political, social, and 
African-American thought. He is drawn to a series of “Big 
Questions”: How ought we understand the norms of 
conduct that underwrite political life? How should we talk 
about political relations and their development outside of 
electoral politics of juridicial procedures? What might that 
language be and what concepts must we employ? Can we 
harness the power of self-regulation and self-improvement 
without resorting to stories or theories about absolute 
political and moral values? These questions inform his 
reflections on race, governance, and democracy. They 
guide his inquiry into the way actors in the past thought 
about the depth and quality of our capacity to be 
emotionally responsive to the pain of others. These 
questions direct his attention to the untapped potentiality 
of human agency and imagination that stands beyond the 
reach of domination and apathy. 
mrogers@097@ucla.edu  
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Rohini Somanathan is Professor of Economics at the 
Delhi School of Economics. Her research interests lie at the 
intersection of Development Economics, Public Economics, 
and Political Economy. A major strand in her research 
explores mechanisms through which public institutions 
and community behavior influence patterns of mobility 
and group inequality. This includes work on the politics of 
caste identities in India, racial segregation in the United 
States, and links between poverty and the politics of 
environmental change. She has also worked on 
understanding the role of groups in microfinance and on 
the wage and productivity effects of economic 
liberalization in India. 
rohini@econdse.org  
 

 

Thomas J. Sugrue is David Boies Professor of History and 
Sociology and Director of the Penn Social Science and 
Policy Forum at the University of Pennsylvania. A specialist 
in twentieth-century American politics, urban history, civic 
rights, and race, Sugrue was educated at Columbia; King’s 
College, Cambridge; and Harvard, where he earned his PhD 
in 1992. He is the author of Not Even Past: Barack Obama 
and the Burden of Race (Princeton University Press, 2010); 
Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil 
Rights in the North (Random House, 2008), and The Origins 
of the Urban Crisis (Princeton University Press, 1996), 
among others. His newest book, These United States: A 
Nation in the Making, 1890 to the Present (coauthored with 
Glenda Gilmore of Yale University) is forthcoming with 
W.W. Norton. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, a member of the Society of American 
Historians, and past president of both the Urban History 
Association and the Social Science History Association.  
tsugrue@sas.upenn.edu  
 

 

Ajume Wingo is Associate Professor of Philosophy and the 
Director of the Center for Values and Social Policies at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder. He hails from Nso in the 
northwest region of Cameroon. He attended the University 
of Yaounde, Cameroon, where he studied law at the Faculty 
of Law and Economics. He obtained his BA from the 
University of California, Berkeley and an MA (1995) and 
PhD (1997) from the University of Wisconsin, Madison. He 
is the author of Veil Politics in Liberal Democratic States, 
published by Cambridge University Press. He is currently 
working on two book manuscripts, The Citizen of Africa 
and The Open Counsel of States. 
ajume.wingo@colorado.edu  
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Ellen Wu is Associate Professor of History and Director of 
the Asian American Studies Program at Indiana University, 
Bloomington. Her research and teaching interests focus on 
Asian/Pacific America, immigration, and race. Her book, 
The Color of Success: Asian Americans and the Origins of the 
Model Minority, was published in 2014 by Princeton 
University Press as part of its “Politics and Society in 
Twentieth Century America” series. She has also written 
for the Pacific Historical Review, Journal of American Ethnic 
History, Los Angeles Times, History News Network, and 
NPR’s Code Switch. Wu has received fellowships from the 
Ford Foundation, the University of Texas at Austin’s 
Institute for Historical Studies, and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. She is currently at work 
on her new book project, Overrepresented: Asian Americans 
in the Age of Affirmative Action, a history of race-making 
and policy-making in recent times. 
wue@indiana.edu  
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